Zac Girdlestone

fragments, 2026
Textured metallic tweeds. Cotton jersey.

fragments is an ode to 25, the building that is home to the artist’s studio, Atelier 8. Inspired by the spirit
of 25, the very fabric of the building, the memories it holds and the souls past and present that exist in its
post-war industrial walls.

Two jackets become an installation of textiles hanging from the girders of the building, like fallen flakes

of paint from the walls. On one beam hangs the metallic deconstructed jacket made from delicate Linton
tweeds, featuring exposed seams, trailing threads and a fractured lining. Opposite hangs the toile showing
the jackets former life. Made from robust calico, it highlights the artist’s focus on research and practice.

A performance titled ‘fragments’ has been made for the preview evening in collaboration with Michelle
Dee and Jay Moy, featuring the textiles, movement and sound. The fragments performance takes
inspiration from the deconstruct theme to create a piece that travels in time and space in myriad ways.

Granny'’s Attic, 2007
Metallic silk taffeta.

The bridal gown from Zac’s graduate collection is a glimpse into the early stages of his career. The
collection experimented with colour, texture and volume and offered an antidote to staid traditions.
Metres of pale gold metallic silk taffeta create a romantic gown featuring a bubble shaped skirt, purple silk
cummerbund, ruched detailing and a long train. Unlike many traditional wedding gowns, the detail is all in
the silhouette and fabric choice. A veil of crystal organza drapes over the rafters of 25, a nod to the textile
sculptures that are central to his practice today.

Zac’s practice explores themes of queer identities, memory and and his experience of the world around
him. He trained as a fashion designer but moved in a more abstract, research-led direction focusing on
textile sculptures and installations. Fashion is still an integral part of his work. “It plays a part in everyones
life, whether they choose to acknowledge it or not, choose to follow it or shun it. Everyone makes a choice
about what they wear, whether it’s to conform or not conform”.

Zac’s work feeds on his fascination with identity, the way we choose to present ourselves to the world and
the power that clothing can can hold.

Insta: @meadowsweetmyrtle

=

T mammn
“‘Il

\
MEIII lll
NG EEEN HR.I- l
ﬂll Taram
WLF S 2

A




