
Casey-May Simmons

Dancer,  ‘The Rise and Fall of Marie Antoinette’ performance.

Casey Simmons is an artist who primarily works in paint, but is intetested in exploring many other artforms 
– including performance and dance.
 
Inspired by conversations with Kerry Winter about the life of Marie Anntoinette, and the beautiful hats she 
was creating, Casey choreographed a dance in three stages to depict the Fashion Icon’s ‘rise, fame and fall’.
 
She is utilising three pieces of contemporary popular music as her backing, with violin accompaniment by 
Jill Fisher to add another layer to the work.
 
In composing the dance, multi-faceted collaborations have taken place with other occupiers of HARI and 
Atelier 8., as well as the core discussions and development of the framing and presentation of the dance 
with Kerry, as it accompanies the exhibition of her millinery.

Insta: @theravenseasel

Jill Fisher

Violinist, ‘The Rise and Fall of Marie Antoinette’ performance.

Jill’s musical career began in 1973 with the Hull Folk Dance Band, with whom they played until the early 
80s, switching from violin to electric bass following an elbow injury in 1977.

Back “on the fiddle” in the 1990s, they performed with several folk dance bands around the country, and 
currently “lead” the Hessle Ceilidh Band. 
In 2018, they re-emerged onto the local scene, providing informal accompaniment to singer/songwriters 
and bands at open mic nights and gigs.  They’ve been seen out and about with the Quicksilver Kings, 
appearing on the band’s 2023 album “Night Fishing in the Desert”.

They now make up a quarter of Chris JD and the Crazy Hearts, supporting artists such as Mississippi 
Macdonald and Eli Lev, and performing at gigs and festivals throughout Yorkshire and Lincolnshire.  The 
band’s album “Letter of Apology” is available to stream on Spotify.


