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A Hull Artist Research Initiative

i ouraging De entation ana gageme Encouraging Experimentation and Engagement

Martin Lewsley
= Find* Grind *Ponder *Paint

- Martin Lewsley will occupy space in HARI for experiments utilising homemade pigments
from stone, clays and other found materials to produce sustainable and biodegradable art.
The work will form part of HARI's RE/LOCATE conversation with artists whose works
explore Nature/Environment from alternate perspectives.

Art is how we think and see? How we are critical, how we provoke, assess... for some.
For others it's about beautiful illustrations of dogs 'n' cats, landscapes or portraits or computer edited art and it's
applications in our world or simply just for pure pleasure.

As an “alleged" artist my work using homespun pigment is about thoughts. I guess... the process of thinking.
The process of getting there. Where is the question and answer.
It has evolved into that, | had no intention of doing this, there was no great idea.

I make these pigments and | think all the time.

| talk to people to and | look at things (look down at the ground a lot).

| drink tea, listen to music and people and my own heartbeat.

It's an abstract journey... | don't know what it's going to end up as. Do | care? Yes. Do | know where it's going? No...

Making pigment is therapy, it's a way of compensation for sitting in front of a Mac and doing my work.

I am a graphic designer, my work needs to be precise as | get paid for that precision. Errors are undesirables.

I make sure they don't happen and it's very taxing, making pigment and throwing it upon on a surface has become
arelease, a joy, and a luxury.

I have a studio in Shirethorn House in the City of Hull. | have so far created a small body of work using this pigment
which has mostly involved the investigation of how the actual colour works, for example how the opacity, flow and
coverage of different source materials act in concert with each other.

How the materials react to being reduced to a powder. What is used to bind them into a paint.

This has led me from using a plastic based binder to an entirely organic natural entity which is biodegradable.

I have gone back in time. If my work is considered garbage, then it can safely return to earth.
This journey has led me to my occupation of HARI, where | will take the next research step and move on to create a
body of work in the space and talk about it.

I will move from paper to canvas and will try to understand what comes out and why.

That is the plan.
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